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Not much is known of the life-history of these flies. The eggs
of one species appear to be laid in trees; on hatching, the
larvae spin a little silk and are carried away by the wind.
In some way they come in contact with a beetle and are
carried to its burrow. Subsequently, the larvae feed on the
grubs of the beetle.

APIOCERIDJE.

Antennae three-jointed, with a short, stout, terminal
style ; palpi one- or two-jointed, the ends large and spatu-
late. Empodia absent; R4 and R5 separate ; M1+2 termi-
nating before the tip of the wing.

This family is a small one, with few species, found mostly
in America and Australia. The adults are flower-loving ;
but nothing much is known about them.

MYDAIDJE.

Antennae four-jointed, the fourth joint elongate ; empodia
present, but not pulvilliform. Proboscis fleshy ; R4 and R5
separate ; MI turned up and terminating before the tip of
the wing.

All large flies, mainly from North and South America and
Australia.

Ihe larvae live in decaying wood, and some are predaceous
on the grubs of wood-beetles. The adults are predaceous.

ASILIDJE.
Robber-flies, Assassin-flies.
Antennae three-jointed; proboscis horny and rigid.
Empodia setiform or wanting.
This is a large family of large flies, sometimes bare, but
usually with well-developed bristles. They constitute one of
the dominant families of Diptera, and are found all over the
world. They are powerful flies, extremely predaceous, and